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the eighteenth century. The firm has always been
noted for its scholarly reading and the beauty of
its workmanship.

Among other Scottish firms who are doing ex-
cellent work mention may be made also of Messrs.
R. and R. Clark of Edinburgh, and Messrs. Mac-
lehose, the printers to the University of Glasgow.
In America also much good work has been done,
that of the late Theodore De Vinne and of the
Riverside Press, Cambridge, being of the very
highest excellence.

In the history of English printing, the close of
the nineteenth century will always be memor-
able for the brilliant but short-lived career of the
Kelmscott Press.

In May 1891 Mr. William Morris, whose poems
and romances had delighted many readers, issued
a small quarto book entitled The Story of the Glitter-
ing Plain, which had been printed at a press that he
had set up in the Upper Mall, Hammersmith.

Lovers of old books could recognise at once that
in its arrangement, and, to some extent, in its types,
this first-fruit of the Kelmscott Press went straight
back to the fifteenth century, resembling in its label
title-page and richly decorated first page of text the
scheme of some of the quartos printed at Venice
about 1490. It contained also a number of decora-
tive initial letters, to use the clumsy phrase which
the misappropriation of the word capitals to stand
for ordinary majuscules, or 'upper case' letters,